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| ntroduction

| began the monoblogue A ccountability Project in 2008 as the
successor to an earlier effort called the Maryland Accountability
Project. It graded all 188 members of the General Assembly on
whether they voted in what the author considered a conservative
manner or not. Since the creator of the project moved on to other
things | took up the baton, with my first year’s work incorporating
three sessions: the 2007 Regular Session, the 2007 Special Session,
and the 2008 Regular Session. | continued the project for the entire
2007-10 electora term and begin anew with the 2011 session.

Over thelast three years, though, | have streamlined the project to
some extent: standardizing the number of bills covered to 22, adding
three committee votes to the mix (to get 25 total votes, making math
much easier) and integrating any Special Sessionsinto the overall
summary for the year. While the 2007 Specia Session was an
example of one where many key votes were taken, those since have
only featured one or two key votes and could easily be folded into an
overal summary for the year. With no Special Session anticipated
for 2013, | feel confident that a summer release is appropriate.

One big change for the 2013 version was re-ordering the legislators
by a phabetical order rather than by district. Because many
Marylanders probably are unaware about the district they now reside
in —but can hopefully recall who represents them — the change is
being made now in preparation for the 2014 e ections.

It's also worth noting that two Delegates (Darren Swain of District
24 and Alonzo Washington of District 22) came on board for 2013;
meanwhile Delegate Nina Harper was sworn in to replace the late
Delegate Hattie Harrison on February 27. Harper was involved in al
25 key votes for the Project, as Harrison died in late January.

As of presstime, we know in 2014 we will have at least one new

Senator as District 15 Senator Rob Garagiola announced his
resignation. If aDelegate is elevated, that creates yet another
opening in the House. Several other members of the General
Assembly have also announced their intent to retire or seek other
offices; next year's project will account for those decisions.

The method to my madness

The next portion of the monoblogue Accountability Project explains
why votes are tabulated as they are.

The first few pages will cover the bills| used for thisyear’s

monobl ogue A ccountability Project and the rationale for my
determining whether avoteis“right” or “wrong.” 25 votes from
each body (House of Delegates and Senate) are tallied, with 22 of
them being floor votes and 3 votes coming from the committee on
which alegislator serves. With a perfect possible score of 100 for
getting all 25 votes correct, a correct vote is worth four points and an
incorrect vote is worth none.

| also have a policy where | deduct points for being absent or
ducking avote. Since absences can’'t always be helped, the absentee
isonly docked one point for each. Those who are present and don’'t
vote, however, have two points deducted. An absentee listed in the
roll as“excused” receives no deduction.

On that note, since some committee chairs have a policy of not
voting while the Speaker of the House and Senate President do not
participate in any committee, their lack of avote is considered as
excused and they are not penalized.

Thereisaso apoalicy in the House where a member can change his
or her vote. If amember changes a vote from an incorrect vote to a
correct vote, they get half-credit, or two points. Going the other way
isdocked at 1.5 times the value of the vote, or six points.



| consider myself a conservative with libertarian leanings so it's no
surprise that Republicans in the General Assembly generally score
higher than Democrats — although there are afew exceptions.

In this upcoming portion | will go through each of the votes | used,
though it's worth noting the House and Senate occasionally voted on
bills that were crossfiled. An example of crossfiling: in the 2013
session House Bill 804 (or HB804) and Senate Bill 784 (or SB784)
are bills which essentially mirror each other, with one being
introduced for consideration in each body. Thisyear | used the same
bills for each body, although they may be crossfiled versions, and
featured the latest vote — if the House voted on its bill March 25 and

the Senate bill April 2, | scored the bill based on the Senate bill vote.

Thus, there were afew instances where | used a Senate bill vote for
the House tally and vice versa.

Another departure from the earlier days of the mAPisthat | no
longer use votes on floor amendments. Thisis so the records are
based mainly on legislation common to both bodies, with just the
handful of committee votes making up the difference.

One other change this year: the lead sponsor isincluded in the bill
description. In some cases, the bill is officially introduced to the
chamber by the Speaker of the House or Senate President at the
request of the Governor's Administration or a branch thereof.
Committee heads a so can introduce legidation at the behest of a
particular department.

| also follow up on the current status of each measure.
Unfortunately, most of these are now laws saddling the Maryland
public with more unneeded taxes, fees, and regulations.

Floor votes used for the monoblogue
Accountability Project

HB100: Budget Bill (Fiscal Year 2014) (Speaker, by request of
Administration)

Why I’d vote no: Yet again our not-so-illustrious governor, Martin

O'Malley, sent down a bloated budget |oaded with phantom cuts of
his own imagination. In reality, overall spending increased for the

seventh consecutive year, up to $37.3 billion. By comparison, Bob
Ehrlich's last budget in 2006 was $29 billion. Are we getting more
bang for the $8 billion? | say no.

Disposition: HB100 passed the House 103-36 and the Senate 37-8.
By law, once adopted by both bodies the budget is put in place
without the Governor's signature.

HB101: Creation of a State Debt: Maryland Consolidated Capital
Bond Loan of 2013, and the Maryland Consolidated Capital Bond
Loans of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012
(Speaker, by request of Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: A state which continues to struggle with a structural
deficit shouldn't be selling more bonds. Eventually thiswill lead to
higher property taxes down the road, as capital projects formerly
paid for by cash are now on the state's credit card.

Disposition: HB101 passed the House 100-31 and the Senate 47-0,
and was signed by Governor O’ Malley May 16. Because budget
bills are among the state's most important, | used the Senate vote
despite the fact it was unanimous, a subject I'll return to in my final
summary.



HB102: Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act of 2013
(Speaker, by request of Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: People should just call thisthe “oops’ bill —oops,
we spent too much money so we'll have to raid funds and raise taxes
and fees. Maybe someday the reconciliation will result in arefund to
hard-working Maryland taxpayers, but I'm not holding my breath for
that to occur with the crew in charge of Annapolis right now.

Disposition: HB102 passed the House 103-36, the Senate 39-6, and
was signed into law May 16 by Governor O’ Malley.

HB196: Election Law — Special Elections— Voting by Mail
(Delegate Cardin)

Why I'd vote no: | get that turnout in special electionsis abysmally
low. But I'm very leery of the idea of sending out ballots to al
registered voters when the voting rolls are not culled regularly to
eliminate those who have moved or passed on. With absentee ballots
and early voting, there's more than enough opportunity for those
Interested to make a choice.

Disposition: HB196 passed the House 95-44, the Senate 38-6, and
was signed into law May 2 by Governor O’ Malley. Let the voter
fraud begin.

HB224: Election Law — I mproving Access to Voting (Speaker, by
request of Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: Again, the people who care and are informed voters
would already be registered. Thisbill is an invitation to go out and
cast severa ballots at atime by taking atour of the early voting
centers (which are a'so more numerous thanks to this bill.) There
was nothing wrong with the old system since the media bombards
you with the message that the voter registration deadlineis
approaching.

Disposition: HB224 passed the House 99-40 and the Senate 36-11. It
was signed into law May 2 by Governor O’ Malley.

HB226: Maryland Offshore Wind Act of 2013 (Speaker, by request
of Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: At the (supposed) cost of a couple dollars amonth
per ratepayer, we're expecting utilities to sink billions of dollars of
investment to get “free” power which costs more to produce per
kilowatt-hour than land-based windmills? That, friends, isa
boondoggle waiting to happen. Better to cash in on the Marcellus
Shale.

Disposition: HB226 passed the House 88-48 and the Senate 30-15,
and was signed into law April 9 by Governor O’ Malley. In ahurry to
hose ratepayers once again, Governor?

HB228: Maryland Health Progress Act of 2013 (Speaker, by
request of Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: Obamacare comes to Maryland. No, thank you.
Real health progress would be government backing out of the
market.

Disposition: HB228 passed the House 93-43 and Senate 36-11, and
was signed by Governor O’ Malley May 2. Now Maryland's budget
will be dependent on the federal government for another billion
dollars a year.

HB360: Health Insurance — Repeal of Obsolete Provisions of Law
(Chair, Health and Government Operations Committee by request
of Department of I nsurance Administration)

Why I'd vote no: Most of these provisions are only “ obsolete”
because of Obamacare's overreach. Some should be stricken but
others should remain.



Disposition: HB360 passed the House 97-40 and Senate 40-7 before
being signed by Governor O’ Malley on April 9. Hewasn't in ahurry,
was he?

HB361: Health Insurance — Conformity with and I mplementation
of Federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Chair,
Health and Government Operations Committee by request of
Department of I nsurance Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: We should neither conform with nor implement this
piece of crap. | stand for its wholesale repeal .

Disposition: HB361 passed the House 86-37 and Senate 37-10. Our
lives were signed away by Governor O'Malley on May 2. I'm
surprised it took that long.

HB706: Natural Resources— Forest Preservation Act of 2013
(Chair, Environmental Matters Committee by request of
Department of Natural Resources)

Why I’ d vote no: What bothers me most is the idea of maintaining 40
percent forest cover in the state. That seems arbitrary to me. | also
worry about overzeal ous enforcement of the law regarding burning
brush on one's own property.

Disposition: HB706 passed the House 107-27 and Senate 43-1
before being signed into law by Governor O’ Malley May 2.

HB753: Motor Vehicles— Use of Wireless Communication Device
— Prohibited Acts, Enforcement, and Penalties (Delegate Malone)

Why I'd vote no: As | predicted some time ago, this bill makes
talking on a cell phone a primary offense, meaning you can now be
pulled over smply for that act. It also increases the fines for each
offense, so look for enhanced enforcement by arevenue-thirsty state.
Meanwhile, law enforcement officers—who | regularly see chatting

on their hand-held phones — remain exempt. The nanny state
continues apace.

Disposition: HB753 passed the House 110-28 and the Senate 40-5.
Governor O'Malley signed it May 16.

HB804/SB784: Employment Discrimination — Reasonable
Accommodations for Disabilities dueto Pregnancy (Delegate
Hucker/Senator Benson)

Why I'd vote no: The death of common sense continues. If an
employer wants to maintain the services of a valued employee, |
would think this would be standard practice without the law. This
seems to me an invitation to litigation, and perhaps another reason to
bypass hiring a qualified woman of childbearing age — that is, until
that quotais placed into effect.

Disposition: HB804 passed the Senate 33-13 on March 30 and
SB784 cleared the House 124-8 April 1 (no joke) as the final votes
from those respective chambers. Both were signed into law by
Governor O’ Malley May 16.

HB860: Baltimore City Public Schools Construction and
Revitalization Act of 2013 (Baltimore City Delegation)

Why I'd vote no: Normally | don't deal with legidation affecting just
one jurisdiction, but this oneis different.

This sets a precedent for the Maryland Stadium Authority to issue
bonds for school construction in the city of Baltimore, to be repaid
viaa combination of funds including those intended for sports
facilities. It continues the function of the MSA as a catch-al for
various construction projects not necessarily related to sports. Just
wait until other local governments figure out how to get their mitts
into this pile of money being created. If the MSA is done building
the facilities for which it was created (and benefiting the private



owners of those teams which are tenants) then it should be
abolished.

Disposition: HB860 passed the House 102-30 and the Senate 40-7
before being signed into law by Governor O’ Malley May 16.

HB863: Higher Education Fair Share Act (Speaker, by request of
Administration)

Why I’ d vote no: Placing his nose even more firmly inside the
backside of Maryland's Big Labor, this bill mandates that those
employees of Maryland institutions of higher education who choose
not to be members of the union still have to pay them. In the case of
AFSCME, which represents a number of state employees in various
categories aready subject to this law, the cost to employees is about
$360 ayear. | could think of much better uses for 30 bucks a month,
like paying the higher taxes and tolls put in place by the state.

Disposition: HB863 passed the House 94-42 and the Senate 35-12.
However, this version was vetoed as duplicative by Governor
O’'Madlley; he instead signed the crossfiled SB841 on May 16.

HB1130/SB758: Labor and Employment — Lien for Unpaid Wages
— Establishment (Delegate Barnes/Senator Ramirez)

Why I'd vote no: My biggest problem with thisbill isthe
authorization for the state to intercede on behalf of an employee.
There were only a handful of these cases last year but | would expect
many more in coming years.

Disposition: HB1130 passed the Senate 37-8 April 2 and the House
passed SB758 104-32 on the same day. Governor O'Malley signed
both into law on May 16.

HB1279: Statewide Building Codes — Maryland Accessibility Code
— Enforcement (Delegate Niemann)

Why I’ d vote no: Having dealt with clients who are targeted by
professional ADA litigatorsin the past, thisis yet another licenseto
sue.

Disposition: HB1279 passed the House 97-42 and the Senate 31-15.
Once the bill was signed by Governor O'Malley May 2, tria lawyers
marked October 1 on their calendars.

HB1515: Transportation I nfrastructure I nvestment Act of 2013
(Speaker, by request of Administration)

Why I'd vote no: Truth in advertising would have dubbed this the
Gas Tax Increase Act of Forever, since that's what it amounts to. Not
only doesit add gasoline to the list of items due a sales tax, but pegs
the actual tax to inflation so they need not be blamed for future
increases. All for a couple superfluousrail lines. Remember,
“investment” = big-bucks spending. No one ever investsin
taxpayers.

Disposition: Thiswas one of the few nailbitersin this session,
passing the House only by a 76-63 margin and Senate 27-20. But it
still got Martin O'Malley's signature on May 16.

SB276: Death Penalty Repeal — Substitution of Life Without the
Possibility of Parole (President, by request of Administration)

Why I'd vote no: Whether it's used or not, the death penalty should
have stayed on the books. The recidivism rate is zero and restrictions
placed on the practice some years ago made it almost impossible to
execute the innocent. Prison guards and workers beware, as well as
taxpayers who now get to provide three hots and a cot for the rest of
these scofflaws lives.



Disposition: SB276 passed the Senate 27-20 and the House 82-56
before being signed into law by Governor O'Malley May 2. A
referendum effort for this law fell short of a May 31 signature
threshold, so the bill stands.

SB281: Firearm Safety Act of 2013 (President, by request of
Administration)

Why I'd vote no: Thiswas yet another misnamed bill — not about
firearm safety, but about laying the groundwork for confiscation.
Maybe it should have been named the Criminal Safety Act of 2013
since that would be more appropriate. The only criminals harmed by
the act would be the otherwise law-abiding.

Disposition: SB281 passed in the Senate 28-19 and the House 78-61
before being signed into law by Governor O'Malley May 16. A
referendum effort got alate start and failed to meet the May 31
signature deadline; however, opponents have vowed to fight thislaw
in court and loca law enforcement has pledged not to enforce the
most egregious portions of this measure.

SB422: Public School Employees — Collective Bargaining —
Representation Fees (Senator Pugh)

Why I'd vote no: Thisisvery similar to HB863, but affects
employeesin al the state's 24 city/county school districts rather than
just aselect few which previously were saddled with this regulation.

Disposition: SB422 passed the Senate 34-13 and the House 99-41
before being signed by Governor O'Malley May 2.

SB715: Maryland Highway Safety Act of 2013 (Senator Ramirez)
Why I'd vote no: It's not about highway safety, it's about giving

driverslicensestoillegal aliens. Welcome to the sanctuary state of
Maryland.

Disposition: SB715 passed the Senate 29-18 and the House 82-55
before being signed into law by Governor O'Malley May 2. So come
next January, once the national amnesty bill is passed and this hill
takes effect, Maryland will be a destination of choice for illegals.

SB829: Transportation Trust Fund — Use of Funds (Senator
Miller)

Why I'd vote no: The ideais good. The three-fifths mgority required
to implement it is pathetic. With 98 Democrats in the House and 35
in the Senate, 1'd hold out for at least a % mgority — otherwise these
could pass with 13 House Democrats and 6 Senate Democrats to
spare. A ¥2majority makes it almost certain bipartisan support would
be required (106 Delegates and 36 Senators.)

Disposition: SB829 passed the Senate 40-7 and passed the House
108-30 — both of which indeed had % support. However, it will need
support from the votersin November 2014 as it was passed as a
proposed Constitutional Amendment. Assuming thiswill be Issue 1
as it was the only such measure to pass this year, | urge avote
against it.

House Committee votes used for the
monoblogue Accountability Project

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all of these bills failed to advance
out of committee. A “favorable’” motion isfor the bill to proceed,
while an “unfavorable” motion isto stop consideration.

HB30: Gaming — Video Lottery Terminals — Repeal of
Constitutional Amendment — Changes to Statutory Provisions
(Delegate Smigiel)

Committee: Ways and Means



Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: Delegate Smigiel was attempting to undo what
should have never been done — enshrine gambling in our state
Congtitution in terms of needing a vote of the people to change
regulations. Thisis ajob more properly (and adroitly) handled by the
Genera Assembly.

HB44: Environment — Maryland Clean Water Fund — Uses
(Delegate Vitale)

Committee: Environmental Matters
Motion: Favorable.

Why I’ d vote yes. Thislaw would have compelled the Maryland
Department of the Environment to spend money collected viafines
on the area affected.

HB73: Presidential Elections— Agreement Among the States to
Elect the President by National Popular Vote — Repeal

Committee: Ways and Means
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: Thiswas abad ideato begin with, so it should be
killed. The entire idea of national popular vote to elect the President
Is sour grapes from the 2000 election because Democrats |ost despite
having more popular votes for Al Gore. If the nation ever decided to
go in that direction, anywhere outside of maor mediaand

population centers would be ignored in the Presidential election.

HB106: Sustainable Growth and Agricultural Preservation Act of
2012 — Repeal (Delegate McDermott)

Committee: Environmental Matters

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: Thiswas another bad law which should have never
been passed, based on its wresting control from local zoning boards
and curtailing needed development. If you don't grow, you die.
HB150: Vehicle Laws— Accidents Resulting in Death or Life-
Threatening I njury — Mandatory Drug and Alcohol Testing
(Kara's Law) (Delegate Kipke)

Committee: Judiciary

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yes: Just because I'm driving doesn't mean | give
consent to adrug or blood test if I'm involved in an accident. We
have Constitutional protections for areason. Thisisone bill where|

went against most Republicans.

HB165: Elementary and Secondary Education — Security — School
Resource Officers (Delegate Cluster)

Committee: Ways and Means

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: I'm alittle leery of having police officersin schools
because it's softening up these children for a police state, but until

crimeis under control we need this law.

HB219: Criminal Procedure — No-Knock Search Warrants— Prior
Notification of County (Delegate Parrott)

Committee: Judiciary



Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: Basically it should be common courtesy for this
notice to be given, but apparently our federal government doesn't
aways follow this. Thusthe ideafor the law.

HB239: Full Pension Funding Act (Delegate Kipke)

Committee: Appropriations

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: It's a beginning to solve the pension problem, but
the overall goa should be to move public employees from defined-
benefit to defined-contribution like the rest of us.

HB252: State Development Plan — Repeal (Delegate Smigiel)
Committee: Environmental Matters

Motion: Favorable.

Why I’ d vote yes: Counties should be able to guide their own
devel opment, not be dictated to by Annapolis.

HB318: Labor and Employment — Labor Organizations— Right to
Work (Delegate W. Miller)

Committee: Economic Matters
Motion: Unfavorable
Why I'd vote no: | wouldn't just vote no, 1'd vote “hell no!”

Maryland should join the truly progressive ranks of states which
allow worker freedom.

HB387. State Retirement and Pension System — Truth in Pension
Accounting Act (Delegate Bates)

Committee: Appropriations

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: Similarly to HB239, | think teachers should move
to adefined-contribution system. But at least this will present more
realistic guidelines until then.

HB558: Maryland Liberty Preservation Act of 2013 (Delegate
Dwyer)

Committee: Health and Government Operations

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: Prohibits the state from assisting in detention of
those who run afoul of the National Defense Authorization Act,

which isripe for abuse.

HB574. Office of the Inspector General — Establishment (Delegate
W. Miller)

Committee: Health and Government Operations

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: First of al, this would be an elected position so it
would seem to me voters would elect the person they think best

suited to root out waste, fraud, and abuse. (Or they can elect a
liberal.) On balance, though, | think thisis agood idea.



HB780: State Employees Pension Choice Act (Delegate Aumann)
Committee: Appropriations

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: Why not give teachers and other state employees a
choice? From the data provided, it sounds like only a portion would

make this decision but they should have it presented.

HB962: Motor Fuel — Consumer Disclosure Requirements
(Delegate Bates)

Committee: Economic Matters
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: |Is the state afraid they can't bash the oil companies
for making afew pennies profit on agallon of gasif they see how
much they confiscate from each gallon? Funny how we mandate
certain information be published but not their own tax information.

HB1043: Criminal Law — Death Penalty — Multiple Murders
(Delegate McDonough)

Committee: Judiciary
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: While | don't believe the death penalty should have
been abolished at all, it's apparent Delegate M cDonough was trying
to save one instance where most agree it should have been
preserved.

HB1120: Mental Hygiene Administration — Upper Shore
Community Mental Health Center — Reopening and Maintenance

Committee: Health and Government Operations
Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: Again, thisisaregional issue brought up to make
apoint. The same people who believed those who have mental
issues shouldn't be allowed to have a gun (depending on the mental
issue, | may beinclined to agree in certain limited cases) won't
reopen a facility which could give them the assi stance they need.

HB1172: Alcoholic Beverages Sales— Prohibition on Using Self-
Scanning Cash Registers (Delegate Valderrama)

Committee: Economic Matters

Motion: Unfavorable

Why I'd vote yes: A solution in search of a problem. Because stores
have employees who monitor the self-scan portion of the register

area, there's someone there to card those who appear underage. The
saddest part isthisonly failed by two votes.

Senate Committee votes used for the
monoblogue Accountability Project

Note: Except for SB245, all of these bills failed to advance out of
committee. Again, a “favorable” motion isfor the bill to proceed,
while an “unfavorable” motion isto stop consideration.

SB48: | ncome Tax — Subtraction Modification — Retirement
I ncome (Senator Young)

Committee: Budget and Taxation

Motion: Favorable.



Why I'd vote yes: I'd like to see some sort of precedent for atax cut
in this state, even in this limited fashion.

SB189: Residential Real Property Sales — Property Tax Disclaimer
(Senator Shank)

Committee: Judicial Proceedings

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yes: It seems like the government doesn't like to have
its affairs made public. It would have added a 45-word disclaimer to
papers alerting home buyers their property taxes may not match the
present owner's.

SB210: Elected Officials — Civil Cases— Liability for Costs,
Judgments, and Settlements (Taxpayer Protection Act of 2013)
(Senator Simonaire)

Committee: Judicial Proceedings

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote no: Thiswould shift liability from government to
elected officialsif found guilty or admitting to violating federal,

state, or local laws.

SB245: School Buildings— Solar Technology — Design
Development Documents (Senator Robey)

Committee: Budget and Taxation
Motion: Favorable with Amendment.

Why I'd vote no: On the surface, thisis not a bad idea given the
theory that school buildings have alarge expanse of flat roofs which

could be utilized in such away. But it need not be a state mandate
which has to be followed. | aso think the maintenance costs and
headaches may outweigh the overall benefits.

SB367: Election Law — Petitions — Confidentiality (Senator
Jacobs)

Committee: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: Since we have aright to a secret ballot, it follows
that signers of petitions should have the same right to privacy. This
stems from the rel ease of the names of signers to the petition drive to

rescind gay marriage in the state by a gay-oriented newspaper.

SB391: Sustainable Growth and Agricultural Protection Act of
2012 — Repeal (Senator Pipkin)

Committee: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote no: Thisisthe companion crossfiled bill to HB106,
which was also killed in committee.

SB449: Fairnessfor All Marylanders Act of 2013 (Senator
Madaleno)

Committee: Judicial Proceedings
Motion: Favorable with Amendment.
Why I'd vote no: Any time | see the word “fairness’ in abill, my

suspicions perk up. This bill would prohibit discrimination due to
“gender identity,” but | see this as the blurring of lines between



differing genders.

SB469: Business Relief and Tax Fairness Act of 2013 (Senator
Pinsky)

Committee: Budget and Taxation

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yes. There's that “fairness’ word again. Thistime the
ideaisto install the combined business income tax reporting that
liberals have dreamed about for years. Hey, we're already business-

unfriendly so why not make it worse?

SB488: Tanning Devices— Use By Minors— Prohibition (Senator
Raskin)

Committee: Finance

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I’ d vote yes. The nanny state reared its ugly head with this bill,
which probably never should have seen the light of day. The same
people who wouldn't bat an eye at a pregnant minor exercising her

right to “choice” voted for this.

SB500: Environment — On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems —
Nitrogen Removal Technology — Prohibition (Senator Brinkley)

Committee: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Motion: Unfavorable
Why I'd vote no: Thishill proactively prohibits the state from

mandating expensive nitrogen removal technology on new septic
systems installed outside critical areas. Those homeowners inside

critical areas are unaffected.

SB555: Construction Safety and Health Training — Public Work
Contracts (Senator Garagiola)

Committee: Finance

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yes: Thisisyet another proposed mandate on small
business. Employees should be trained in safety procedures but the
additional paperwork of making sure every single person involved

has completed a thirty-hour course will drive project costs sky-high.

SB756: Living Wage Law — Application and Enforcement (Senator
Ramirez)

Committee: Finance
Motion: Unfavorable.
Why I'd vote yes: The bill would have eliminated an exemption from

the living wage law for those who are temporary workers. Personally
I'd rather eliminate this ridiculous law atogether.



L egidlative Accolades and Admonishments

Each year | give out a series of awards and admonishments to
deserving members of the Maryland General Assembly based on
their voting records. Thelist of this year’s winners will be enhanced
by alist of prior winners, with those in bold being active members
of the Maryland General Assembly.

D. Page EImore RINO Huntee Award

Page was a nice guy but sided far too often with the Democratsin
hislast four years in the House of Delegates. After EImore received
this admonishment four straight years, | decided to name the award
after him because | often thought of him as someone who tried to
blur the distinction between parties.

But for the third year in arow, the 2013 winner actualy
underperformed Page at his worgt; in fact he voted the wrong way a
staggering 80% of the time! Can we please primary him?

The Republican with (by far) the lowest rating, who bent over
backward to party with the other party, is Delegate Robert Costa.

Previous “winners’: D. Page EImore (2007-10), Robert Costa
(2011-12)

Top (Blue) Dog Award

This award is given to the Democrat who ranks the highest in my
ratings, showing signs that there is a small but rarely-seen centrist
element to the Maryland Democratic Party. It's the way the aide
should be crossed.

The 2013 winner has now won five yearsin arow, representing a
district which elects both parties. Delegate John Wood, Jr. has now

won or shared the award six times.

Previous winners. John Wood, Jr. (2007, 2009-12), Joseph
Minnick (2008), Kevin Kéelly (2007-08)

Legidative All-Stars

Each year | give thisaward to those legislators who either rank atop
their legislative body and/or score above 90 on the ratings. If
winners have won before, previous years are noted in parentheses.

The 2013 winners are Senator E.J. Pipkin (afirst-time winner), and
Delegates Joseph Boteler (2008, 2011-12), Mark Fisher (afirst-
time winner), Jay Jacobs (afirst-time winner), Susan Krebs
(2012), Susan M cComas (afirst-time winner), Warren Miller
(2009, 2011-12), Tony O'Donnéell (2007, 2009), Charles Otto
(2012). Neil Parrott (2011), Justin Ready (a first-time winner),
and Nancy Stocksdale (afirst-time winner).

Previous winners still serving: Senators Joe Getty (2011), Nancy
Jacobs (2011), and Christopher Shank (2008, 2011) as well as
Delegates Kathy Afzali (2012), Gail Bates (2011), John Cluster
(2012), Don Dwyer (2009), William Frank (2012), Glen Glass
(2012), Stephen Hershey (2012), Tony McConkey (2012), Pat
McDonough (2009), Tony O'Donnell (2007, 2009), Kelly Schulz
(2012), Michael Smigidl (2012), and Kathy Szeliga (2012).

And finally...the Legidlator of the Year

It was atie atop the standings again as three legislators received 96
points — each of them missing a different vote but getting 24 out of
25 correct. The one who won missed on the pregnancy vote, which
Is troublesome but |less so than making a cell phone violation a

primary offense or consigning Maryland to 40 percent forest cover.

For that reason, and based on lifetime score, the 2013 Legislator of



the Year is Delegate Wayne Nor man.

Hejoins aroster of previous winners which includes now-
Congressman Andy Harris (2007), Anthony O’ Donnell (2008),
Joseph Boteler (2009), Don Dwyer (2010), Michael Hough
(2011), and Edward Reilly (2012).

Conclusion

To be perfectly honest, this year's General Assembly session was a
disaster. There were 15 bills pushed by Martin O'Malley, and either
through the House, the Senate, or both, he got them. Gone were the
death penalty and reasonabl e restrictions on firearms, but we instead
got an extension of the sales tax to gasoline and a boondoggle called
offshore wind.

Sadly, avast mgjority of the General Assembly chose this year to
underperform their past records. In fact, it was so bad in the Senate
that | was forced to use a unanimous vote because it was on a budget
bill | feel isimportant to include each year. To me, this was the year
of the “gutless Senate.”

Let me explain alittle about the process. Each year | probably go
through 200-300 billsthat | think may have an effect on the state,
but most pass unanimously. | prefer bills where there was spirited
debate on both sides, and in the House | probably had about 75 bills
like that — but when | checked the Senate vote, in many cases it was
adepressing 46- or 47-0. There were perhaps 40 billswhich | could
have used but | pared it down to the final 22.

The same is true in some committees. | generally have an
embarrassment of riches in the judiciary and environmental
committees, but it's really hard to find good bills from the financial
and appropriations end.

Last December, when | wrapped the 2012 edition, | predicted there
would be fewer controversial bills because of the referendum.
Instead, we had hotly-debated gun laws and the death penalty repedl,
but neither made it through the referendum process, sad to say. So
Annapolis liberals may be emboldened for next year, particularly
ones leaving the General Assembly.

By thistime next year, we will know who will be facing each other
on the November ballot, and before the next legislative session is
over we will know who will be running for what as thefiling
deadline was moved from April to February. Thiswill make the next
edition of the mAP more interesting as | seewho'svotingin a
manner they feel befits arun for higher office and who throws
caution to the wind because they're lame ducks. It also means I'll be
rushing to have it ready in June for the primary.

Last year | closed with this paragraph:

But no longer can Annapolis liberals, or conservatives who forget
where they come from and reach across the aisle to work with the
majority in search of meager crumbs, be assured that the work they
did two to three years before an election wouldn't come back to
haunt them when they return to the ballot. It's my job to keep them
honest and as | said above I'm not backing down.

I'm still here and just as feisty as ever. Let this be a guide to knowing
which legislators need to be eliminated from the General Assembly
and which onesto emulate. My Legidative All-Stars and Legislator
of the Year would be a good case study for the latter.

Accountability charts for both the House and Senate begin on the
next page.

Michadgl Swartz
July, 2013



"Bry swnay

10
2
2

1
7

4
2
0
0
0
3

6

3
2

Buney €102

84 |88
1

81|69

8
-4
0

76|78

60 | 60

12

94 |88
0
4

27|22

6
0
4
-2
0
0
3

2
75|82
12| 3
10| 5
20|45

0
0

16|14

60|71

84|70

© 3]0/ "WWO0D

2 910\ "WWO0D

T 910/ "WWO0D

A

6¢8dS

¥8.49S

84.dS

Y| Y| Y| Y YN

aT.dSs

acyrds

18¢ds

SIRAS I

Y N/ Y|Y|Y|Y | Y|N|N|N

STSTdH

6.ZTdH

€984dH

098dH

€9.dH

Y/ N|N/N/N/Y NN/ N/ N|Y| N

NI Y NJY|NININ/ N/ N|NJ]Y/ Y*

NIN|N|N/N/N/ N/ N/ N|N|Y NININ N

90.49dH

T9€49H

09€dH

8¢cdH

9¢cdH

v¢cdaH

96TdH

¢0TdH

T0TaH

00TdH

9JINISS SIea A\

3IYI Y Y[ Y| Y| Y Y Y| Y Y Y[ Y| Y Y YIY Y| Y|[Y| Y Y|Y

7TIYI Y/ Y[ Y Y| Y| YINVNV Y [ Y Y| Y| Y Y Y|IY Y Y Y Y YIY Y N

7Y Y[YIY[Y[Y[Y]Y][Y]Y Y|Y YIN/IN/N/IN|Y|X|Y|Y|YI[N|[NIN| 16]12

Iy NN N| N | N|N|N|N|N|N*

7Y Y IY[ Y[ Y Y'Y Y[ Y Y'Y Y| Y Y N Y| Y Y|Y Y| Y Y[Y Y N
Y| Y| Y| Y| YN Y| Y Y Y| Y YA Y NN/ NIN/N|Y|Y Y|N|Y|N

6| Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| Y Y| Y[Y Y Y| Y|Y Y Y Y|Y Y Y Y Y Y N NN

SIN|N|N/N/N|{N/N/IN/N/N]YA NN/ N/IN NN/ NN Y|Y
7Y Y'Y Y|[Y NI Y| Y[Y Y Y Y|Y Y N Y|Y| Y Y Y|Y|Y

10111810

Delegate

A4A [3IY | Y| Y NIN[N|N/N/N|IN|/N/N|N|N/N/'N/N|N|N|N|N|YININN

43 23/ Y [ Y| Y [ Y| Y| Y I Y Y| Y| Y| Y| Y Y/ Y|Y Y Y| Y Y Y Y|Y[|A

19

Kathy Afzali
Curt Anderson
Sam Arora

42 |11 N[N | N|N|N|N|N|N|N/|N*

Susan Aumann

39 15 Y Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y Y/ YIYI Y Y| Y| Y Y NIY Y Y Y Y YIY NN

21

Charles Barkley

Ben Barnes

17 23| Y | Y [ Y Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y Y Y| Y| Y| Y| Y| Y Y Y| Y Y|Y| Y YIY|Y

9A 11 N|JA N N/ N/ NJY|[N|JA|JA/N/IN/N|/N[N|N/N/N/IN|NJA|N

Kumar Barve
Gail Bates

32

Pamela Beidle

IA |7/ Y| Y]Y | N|N|N|N|JY|N/|N*

Wendell Beitzel

2B 19 Y Y[ Y | Y[Y|Y[YIY[Y|Y|[Y|Y[Y|Y[Y|]YY|Y YY Y]YIN NIN|

2B 14 Y| Y| Y Y| Y|IYI Y Y| Y| Y Y'Y Y Y|Y NN Y N Y|Y|Y

8

Elizabeth Bobo

John Bohanan, Jr.
Joseph Boteler 11l

45 19 Y Y| Y[ Y | Y| Y Y| Y| Y| Y Y| Y| Y Y Y| Y| Y|Y Y| Y| Y|YY|Y Y

25

Talmadge Branch
Aisha Braveboy
Eric Bromwell

8

10 29/ Y| Y | Y| Y| Y| Y| Y Y Y| Y| Y| Y Y|Y N|Y Y|Y|N*

Emmett Burns, Jr.
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Committees and votes:

HGO — (1) HB558, (2) HB574, (3) HB1120
JUD — (1) HB150, (2) HB219, (3) HB1043

W&M — (1) HB30, (2) HB73, (3) HB165

APP — (1) HB239, (2) HB387, (3) HB780

Copyright 2013 Michael Swartz
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ENV — (1) HB44, (2) HB106, (3) HB252
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HGO — (1) HB558, (2) HB574, (3) HB1120
JUD — (1) HB150, (2) HB219, (3) HB1043

W&M — (1) HB30, (2) HB73, (3) HB165

APP — (1) HB239, (2) HB387, (3) HB780
ECO - (1) HB318, (2) HB962, (3) HB1172
ENV — (1) HB44, (2) HB106, (3) HB252

Committees and votes:

Copyright 2013 Michael Swartz

*sworn in 2-27-13.
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