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Introduction

| began the monoblogue Accountability Project i02@s the
successor to an earlier effort called the Marylaodountability
Project. It graded all 188 members of the Genesakfbly on
whether they voted in what the author considerednservative
manner or not. Since the creator of the projectedamn to other
things | took up the baton, with my first year’snkancorporating
three sessions: the 2007 Regular Session, the08dial Session,
and the 2008 Regular Session. | continued the grfpe the entire
2007-10 electoral term and begin anew with last’'gessessions.

This year | cover the all three sessions. Two votese from the
Special Session called in May to deal with the ‘deday” budget

is worth four points and a “wrong” vote is worthrae

| also have a policy where | deduct points for geabsent or
ducking a vote. Since absences can’t always betigip this term
the absentee is only docked one point. But thoseavé present and
don’t vote have two points deducted. An absentediin the roll as
“excused” has no deduction.

| also do not deduct for missing certain committetes, since some
committee chairs have a policy of not voting witile Speaker of
the House and Senate President do not participateyi committee
votes.

There is also a policy in the House where a meroéerchange his
or her vote, which | account for. If a member chesg vote from a

(which only doomed us to a $500 million spendingré@ase) and one “wrong” vote to a “right” vote, they get half-credor two points.

from the August Special Session on gambling.

Having done this for several years, | can now bégimave a large
body of work for “lifetime” grades, which are noncorporated into
these charts. Aside from that, the basic premigef@mat is the
same as in previous years.

The method to my madness

This portion of the monoblogue Accountability Piagjexplains why
votes are tabulated as they are.

The first few pages will cover the bills | used tbrs year’s
monoblogue Accountability Project and the ratiorfatemy
determining whether a vote is “right” or “wrong.hiB year |
simplified my math by using 25 votes from each bfldguse of
Delegates and Senate), with 19 of them being flotes from the
regular session, 3 votes coming from the commatksgislator
serves on, and three votes from the Special Ses@Admnight” vote

Going the other way is docked at 1.5 times theevaluthe vote, or
Six points.

| consider myself a conservative with libertarieaings so it’s no
surprise that Republicans in the General Assendpig to score
higher than Democrats — although there are a fespions.

In this upcoming portion | will go through eachtbé votes | use,
though it's worth noting the House and Senate cmcalty voted on
bills that were crossfiled. An example of crossfili in the 2012
regular session House Bill 1087 (or HB1087) anda&eBill 746
(or SB746) are bills which essentially mirror eather, with one
being introduced for consideration in each bodysTear I tried to
use the same bills for each body, although they beagrossfiled
versions. | used the last vote in each body itWeewere different,
so occasionally | used a Senate bill vote for tioeidé tally and vice
versa. Also, | eliminated the use of amendmensstiime, so all
votes are on the final version of each bill.

| also follow up on the current status of each meas



Floor votes used for the monoblogue
Accountability Project

HB167: Agriculture — Commercial Feed — Arsenic Prddition

Why I'd vote noThis bill is actually piling on to a self-imposed
prohibition by feed manufacturers, even thoughafganic arsenic
generally found in chicken feed isn’t a carcinogesubstance
according to the FDA. But if the products come backhe market
Maryland farmers are placed at a disadvantage.

Disposition:HB438 passed the House 72-67, the Senate 25-22, and
was signed into law March 1 by Governor O’'Mallepwéever, a
subsequent petition drive forced the bill to refiehem where it
unfortunately passed with 52% of the vote.

HB443: Maryland Health Benefit Exchange Act of 2012
Why I'd voteno: The last thing Maryland needs is a state imsiga
exchange. If the federal government wants to scigwhe health

care system with Obamacare, let them own it.

Disposition:HB443 passed the House 94-44, the Senate 35-11, and

Disposition:HB167 passed the House 100-32, the Senate 32-d4, aras signed into law May 2 by Governor O’'Malley.

was signed by Governor O’Malley May 22.

HB366/SB602: Public Safety — Building Performanceaddards —
Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems

Why I'd vote nolt’s a bill which will stifle growth and developamt
in rural areas by mandating new homes installdmenkler systems.
| have no doubt that buildings are safer, but tst/benefit analysis
should be up to the owner and not forced on them.

HB446: Environment — Bay Restoration Fund — Fees@ai/ses

Why I'd voteno: The last thing hard-working Maryland families
need is government taking money out of their packat the
dubious purpose of “restoring the Bay,” a neverheggbroblem
which simply acts as an excuse for reaching intopaekets. It also
discriminates against rural landowners because fies are higher.

Disposition:HB446 passed the House 89-48, the Senate 28-18, and

Disposition:HB366 passed the House 95-37 and the Senate 34-1@vas signed into law May 2 by Governor O’Malley.

while the companion SB602 passed the Senate 35d Blause 99-
39. Both were signed by Governor O’'Malley May Rskd the
HB366 vote on the Senate tally and the SB602 \atéhe House —
the first of two bills so treated.

HB438: Civil Marriage Protection Act

Why I'd voteno: This horribly misnamed bill makes gay marriage
legal in Maryland and opens the door to discrimoratgainst those
who hold traditional values and the view that nege should only
be between a man and a woman.

HB987. Stormwater Management — Watershed Protecteand
Restoration Program

Why I'd vote noMore state imposition on local units of government
which better understand the situation on the groliridrces

counties and municipalities to assess and colléstioamwater
remediation fee” that, unlike the state, they cémaisfer to their
general funds. Once again, those who wish to grmvcaeate jobs

are asked to take it in the shorts for Radical Gree

Disposition:HB987 passed the House 91-45 and the Senate 38-14.



was signed into law May 2 by Governor O’'Malley. law once it passed the General Assembly it becamevithout the
Governor’s approval.

HB1087/SB746: Communications Companies — UniverSalrvice

Trust Fund - Surcharge SB151: Creation of a State Debt — Maryland Consalied Capital
Bond Loan of 2012, and the Maryland Consolidated fital Bond

Why I'd vote noThis surcharge is for a noble purpose but sets a Loans of 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007, 2006, ar@b20

precedent for chasing down more fees from wiredessVOIP

users. Why I'd vote noOnce again, the lack of fiscal responsibility from
the state is appalling. Many of these projects vedtesr

Disposition:HB1087 passed the House 98-39 and Senate 32-15; unnecessary or could have been handled on a caish ba

meanwhile SB746 passed those bodies 91-39 and.Betl3 were

signed by Governor O’'Malley May 22. Like HB366/SB60used Disposition:SB151 passed the Senate 40-7 and House 96-4Ebefor

the SB746 vote for the House tally and HB1087 voteéhe Senate being signed into law by Governor O’'Malley May 22.

tally.
SB152: Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act 0022

HB1123: Environment — Presumptive Impact Areas —

Contamination Caused By Deep Gas Wells in Deep 8Haéposits Why I'd vote noThis bill continues the budgetary fiction of the
O’Malley administration. Originally intended as ahicle to raise

Why I'd vote noit’s pick on job producers again from the Marylandtaxes and transfer the payment of certain pensmosunties, the

General Assembly, and those who take advantageurfdant gas deal bogged down when the House and Senate couluné to an

deposits in Maryland’s Marcellus Shale formatioe guilty until agreement.

presumed innocent. This bill would assume any watatamination

within 2500 feet from a wellhead is due to drilljryen if that's not Disposition: SB152 passed the Senate 33-14 while a different

the case. version passed the House 88-50. Because the tweshoouldn’t
come to terms beforg@ne die the bill died.

Disposition:HB1123 passed the House 101-36 and Senate 481 (ta

about gutless) before being signed by Governor Qéyan May SB214: Criminal Law — Possession of Marijuana — D&nimus

22. Quantity

SB150: Budget Bill (Fiscal Year 2013) Why I'd vote yesWith the so-called War on Drugs becoming more
and more of a failure, the idea of minimizing tleatence for small-

Why I'd vote noEven though this was later derided as the time possession has its merits. Those who usessegs less than 10

“doomsday” budget, it still increased state spegdiy a half-billion grams of marijuana now have a reduced penalty,iwimiay help

dollars. Haven't we learned about fiscal respofigtbyet? lessen the prison population. This was one billneHavent against

a number in my party and, for several Democrats wvias the only
Disposition: SB150 passed the Senate 37-10 and House 95-43. Byote they got right.



Disposition:SB214 passed the Senate 41-5 and the House 92-31 SB523: State and Local Revenue and Financing Act26f12

before being signed into law by Governor O’'MalleyawR.

SB234: Maryland Health Improvement and Dispariti€eduction
Act of 2012

Why I'd vote noit seems to me the idea is to improve the health
care system for all, not target dollars to speg@bpulations and
areas at the expense of others. Modeled on theepbn€enterprise
zones (which don't work as well as desired econattyicthis bill is
simply a sop to populations which whine about beinderserved.

Why I'd vote noNot only is this a general tax increase, but tiis
people like me who make a little bit on interndiliate sales with
taxes as well. A bad deal all around.

Disposition:SB523 passed the Senate 26-20, while a differing
version passed the House 81-56. The two sides @biroin out
differences beforsine dig so the bill died.

SB783: State Personnel — Collective Bargaining —pAipability

Disposition:SB234 passed the Senate 37-10 and the House 94-2%hy I'd vote nolt adds more state employees to the union rolls.

before being signed into law by Governor O’Mallegri 10.

SB236: Sustainable Growth and Agricultural Preseti@n Act of
2012

Public employees really shouldn't have collectigeghining to
begin with because there's no true adversaridioakhip between
the sides — both are against the taxpaying citinéiaryland.

Disposition:Naturally in this Big Labor-controlled state, SE878

Why I'd vote noAnother phase of the War on Rural Maryland, thispassed the Senate 36-10, passed in the House a8difjas signed

is the infamous bill which establishes developniens based on
septic capacity and usurps more local control fomunty planning
and zoning departments.

into law by Governor O'Malley May 22. What took hgo long?

SB791: Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard — Sdarergy and
Solar Water Heating Systems

Disposition: SB236 passed the Senate 32-15 and the House 93-45

before being signed into law by Governor O’'MalleyawR.

SB309: Mopeds and Motor Scooters — Titling, Insurea and
Required Use of Protective Headgear

Why I'd vote noThis is a twofer bill, with both the nanny statela
state treasury benefiting at the expense of worklags
Marylanders who use scooters to get around betchagean't
afford cars or the gas and insurance for them.

Why I'd vote noObviously solar energy is very cost-effective in
many instances, particularly at a small scale.i@uhot ready to
have a specific portion of the retail electricitprket simply given
away to it, let alone a percentage which is inadasder this bill
that accelerates the ramping up of the solar erfewgpdoggle in
Maryland.

Disposition:SB791 passed the Senate 37-9 and the House 129-6
before being signed into law by Governor O'MallegyM22.

Disposition:SB309 passed the Senate 32-15 and the House 93-33

before being signed into law by Governor O’'MalleyawR.



SB848: Education — Maintenance of Effort hard-working Maryland families by raising their & too. This also
increased a number of fees.

Why I'd vote noThis bill is the Norm Conway special, even

though he wasn't listed as a sponsor because ibfgasated out of Disposition:SB1302 passed the Senate 27-19 and the House 77-60

the Senate (and had no cross-filed House counteranply put, if before being signed into law by Governor O'MallegyM22.

the voters of your jurisdiction placed a propesgty tap in effect

with the expectation of that entity holding theelion spending, well, 2012 Second Special Session

you are now out of luck. The state can (and wifdss your desired

tax cap and also allow the local entity to violdte voters' trust if SB1: Gaming Expansion — Video Lottery Terminals afdble

it's not deemed that local schools received enaoghty aid. It's yet Games — Lottery Machines — Veterans' Organizations

another effort at top-down control from Annapotswhom

counties are just artificial lines on a map. Why I'd vote noSince | have been known to walk into a casino, it's
not like I'm against gambling in general. But theywMaryland has

Disposition: SB848 passed in the Senate 32-14 and passed in theboxed itself into a corner by having a system neqgivoter

House 93-44 before being signed into law as anganey bill by approval is nothing short of moronic in my view.elGeneral

Governor O'Malley on April 10. The only emergencgsithe one Assembly should do its job.

created in several county budgets when they h&iduce out where

they'd get the extra money. Disposition:On final passage, SB1 passed the Senate 32-14 and
passed the House 71-59 — literally the minimum vetgiired. It
2012 First Special Session was signed the day after the Special Session epdefligust 15
and passed via the required referendum Novemi@vé. $80
SB1301: Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act 8012 million was spent by both sides contesting thedbadisue.

Why I'd vote nol didn't like the first effort they took at thisp s«dd
in the fact that it absolutely hoses certain casménd rapes a
number of dedicated funds to create a “slush fuidiver $250
million, and you have a steaming pile of excrement.

Disposition:SB1301 passed the Senate 33-13 and the House 86-51
before being signed by Governor O'Malley May 22th/hat, the
“doomsday” budget was no more.

SB1302: State and Local Revenue and Financing AE2012

Why I'd vote noNot content with doing the budget shuffle, the
powers that be decided they needed to pillagege lanmber of



House Committee votes used for the
monoblogue Accountability Project

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all of these billddd to advance
out of committee. A “favorable” motion is for theilbto proceed,
while an “unfavorable” motion is to stop considerian.

HB35: Private Property Rights — Regulatory Infringeent —
Compensation

Motion: Favorable.

at the risk of making this state more like Califarwith its frequent
ballot issues, this would make the General Asserifitahk twice
before increasing our taxes. What politician waaotse on the same
ballot as the tax increase he or she voted for?

HB46: Flash Mob Theft Act of 2012

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noThe idea behind this proposal was to combine the
aggregate value of all items taken by a “flash mab3 one

valuation, which would generally change the semnegs of the
crime from a misdemeanor to a felony theft, and enakpplicable

Why I'd vote yesThis bill was intended to protect private property to all participants. Perhaps some would think twieére

owners from the long regulatory arm of the governinwa the
courts, spelling out legal recourse property owgerdd take if the
value of their land was diminished. It's essentialtesponse to
PlanMaryland.

HB36: Department of Planning — State DevelopmenaRI—
Approval or Modification by the General Assembly

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yesThis places a check and balance on the
Department of Planning, requiring the approvahef General
Assembly on revisions and allowing them to makegssgons.
Perhaps a slight infringement on the executivedrabut a
worthwhile one.

HB43: Maryland Constitution — Laws Making an Apprafation
Made Subject to Petition Referendum

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noThis bill literally changes one word in the lawtb

participating.
HB47: Environment — County Plans — Authority
Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yesThis restores the authority of counties to conduct
their own zoning affairs.

HB82: State Government — E-Verify Program

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yestt requires employers to check the status of
prospective employees through the federal E-Vgnibgram. Since
Maryland is a magnet state, we need to do somethidgcourage

the influx of illegal immigrants.

HBO91: Labor and Employment — Labor OrganizationsRight to
Work

Motion: Unfavorable.



Why I'd vote noWith Michigan becoming the 24tate to pass a
right-to-work law, Maryland should join neighboriMyginia as a
state which allows their workers the freedom ofickavhether they
wish to join the union or not.

HB146: Transportation Trust Fund Protection Act

Motion: Unfavorable.

HB387: Presidential Elections — Agreement Among tB&ates to
Elect the President by National Popular Vote — Rape

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noThe entire idea of national popular vote to etbet
President is sour grapes from the 2000 electioalssDemocrats
lost despite having more popular votes for Al Gdiréhe nation
ever decided to go in that direction, anywhereidatef major

Why I'd vote noTo combat the budgetary sleight-of-hand regularlymedia and population centers would be ignoredertesidential

performed by our Governor, we need to provide \woitdgth the
chance to prevent him from raiding the Transpartaiirust Fund in
order to balance his budget and give him anothemseto raise the
gasoline tax.

HB183: State Government — Human Relations — Dischiration in
Housing, Employment, and Places of Public Accommtda

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote noThis would open up a tremendously large can of
worms if it passed; in other words it would be apansion of the
litigious state we don't need.

HB226: Election Law — Citizens Who Have Not Lived the
United States — Right to Vote

Motion: Favorable (with Amendment)

Why I'd vote noin theory, this bill would give the right to voite
federal elections to a citizen who has never satifoMaryland but
has a relative who lives here. It's a tenuous ottioreat best, and
doesn't work in the best interests of the state.

election. Important states in 2012 like Virginiaisébnsin, and
Missouri which don't have huge cities would be pkigh by
campaigns that would concentrate on the ten ovevargest
population areas (coincidentally run lock, stoakd darrel by
corrupticrat Democrats.)

HB388: Public Benefits — Requirement of Proof of ladul
Presence

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noThose who supported killing this bill obviously
wish to keep Maryland a magnet state for illegered. |1 don't. If
people need assistance, that's fine, but let's maleethey are
supposed to be here.

HB413: Public Officials — Chauffeured Transportatio Services
Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yesWhile it's symbolic to a point, the question rgall
should be asked: why should hard-working Marylamgayers be

paying to ferry high-level public officials aroun@@he Governor
and Lieutenant Governor were exempted from thipgsal.) It may

Disposition:HB226 passed out of committee and passed the Hous®t be a multi-million dollar budget item but shddle cut out

on an 84-52 vote, but did not receive consideratidhe Senate.

nonetheless.



HB535: Drunk and Drugged Driving — Refusal to TakeBlood or
Breath Test — Prohibition

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yesTo me, this bill smacks of both a violation of the
Fifth Amendment and being guilty until proven ineat. Just
because someone has a prior conviction for a péatioffense
doesn't mean he or she has to forfeit civil rightsll cases.

HB739: Bow Hunting — Possession of Handguns for Regtion

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noBecause bow hunters have Second Amendment
rights, too.

HB840: Procurement — Living Wage — Repeal

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noThere are many things in Maryland that are
complete crocks, and the so-called “living wagedme of them. Let
the market determine what a worker is worth andtdwotificially
inflate our costs by retaining this incredibly aseaconcept.

HB996: Renewable Energy for All Act

Motion: Favorable.

Transmission
Motion: Favorable with Amendment

Why I'd vote noAt this time | see too much opportunity for fraud
and deceit with these methods of transport. Cdyt#imould be
handy for military ballots but we open ourselves tiot of problems
by facsimile balloting.

Disposition:As you may have noticed, this is a Senate billciwhi
passed that body on a 43-4 vote. This passed iHthee Ways and
Means Committee but died when a motion was demied second
reading in one session day. (That can only be wldiyea majority
vote of the whole House.)

Senate Committee votes used for the
monoblogue Accountability Project

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all of these billddd to advance
out of committee. Again, a “favorable” motion is fdhe bill to
proceed, while an “unfavorable” motion is to stoesideration.

SB65: Dedicated Funds — Prohibition of Transfer -h€sapeake
and Atlantic Coastal Bays 2010 Trust Fund and Bag#$oration
Fund

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote nolit's not a lot of money — yet — and the purposg mawWhy I'd vote noWhile I'm probably the last person to advocate

sound noble, although it's not as high-minded adihtitle
indicates. But we shouldn't play favorites in tharket and this bill
would have established one.

SB1078: Election Law — Absentee Ballots — Facsinolelnternet

even having this fund, the reason this bill was enaglcessary was
the track record of our Governor in raiding any atdunds he
could find to balance the General Fund. Now if thkeyld like to
transfer the portion of the Coastal Bays fund widochmes from the
gas tax back to where it belongs I'd be all for it.



SB101: Department of Natural Resources — Tracking\Wce on
Vessel — Prohibition Without Court Order

Motion: Unfavorable.

SB625: Tobacco-Free Schools Act
Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yesThe utter hypocrisy of collecting (and constantly

Why I'd vote noi happen to think this would set a bad precedant ftrying to increase) cigarette taxes yet trying tevent the usage of

extending the power of Big Brother to other modesansport. Let
the state show probable cause in a court of laerbgdlacing a
tracking device on anything.

Note: This bill was also voted on in the Senate Educatitealth,
and Environmental Affairs Committee as well asudidial
Proceedings. | used the Judicial vote for the gmpte committee
members but chose not to use the EHE vote forgttoatp, although
| seriously considered using it.

SB213: Tanning Devices — Use By Minors — Prohibitio

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yesThe nanny state reared its ugly head with this bil

which probably never should have seen the liglttagyf I'll grant
that overuse of tanning devices by anyone can healthy but the
same people who wouldn't bat an eye at a pregnisalr rexercising
her right to “choice” without necessarily notifyipgrents voted to
save this silly bill.

SB233: Transportation Trust Fund — Appropriation dseneral
Fund Surplus

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noTo turn a phrase on its head, Martin O'Malley
taketh away, the General Assembly attempted talyivack. I'd
prefer the money be returned to taxpayers, butrgjaiff an
inevitable gas tax increase by fixing the TTF is tiext best option.

the product never ceases to amaze me. This billdiNtave
extended the idea of the tobacco-free campus tcamffpus school-
sponsored events.

SB637: Nuclear Power Transparency Act of 2012

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote nolif it weren't for a couple environmental provissoin
would be more inclined to support this. But agansls the bill
seems too intrusive in an area which is alreadyihyegegulated on
the federal level.

SB701: State Development Plan — Restriction on Use

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote noThe key provision of this bill is the one which
denies the state from using PlanMaryland or sinsithremes as a
cause for the denial of a project. I'd like to 8eebill strengthened

to include funding decisions as well, but this \&estart.

SB753: Real Property — Blighted Property — Requir@dle or
Nuisance Abatement

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yesWhile it certainly can be argued that someone who

falls under the definitions in this law are abusingir private
property rights, they have rights all the samecihgra property



owner to fix or sell could put him in a financiahd which
jeopardizes his other holdings — boarded up mayniseghtly, but it
is safer than just left open to vandalize. Theibiln uncomfortable
encroachment the state shouldn't take.

SB793: Corporate Tax Rate — Rate in Economicallydpessed
Counties

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote yeswhile I'd prefer to lower the rate across the Hoar
for everyone, this was a chance to help a desepontipn of the
state. But the biggest problem | have with the (@ithich would

need to be worked out) is isolating the income peed in the
counties in question.

SB827: Environment — Sewage Disposal Systems
Motion: Unfavorable

Why I'd vote noi don't always agree with Senator Pipkin (see
SB637 above) but he has a way of addressing hygyodia
legislation. This example states that the stat& ban septic systems
in rural areas until the urban sewage treatmemitplahich spill
millions of gallons of effluent directly into thea$ and its tributaries
are upgraded and their messes mitigated. That'svapéo slow
down the War on Rural Maryland.

SB872: Death Penalty Repeal and Appropriation frd@avings to
Aid Survivors of Homicide Victims

Motion: Favorable.

Why I'd vote noBecause the recidivism rate of those executed is
zero. It's a pity Maryland doesn't use the deatfajpg more often.

SB876: Public School Teachers and Administrator&\ppeals and
Layoffs — Rights and Limitations

Motion: Unfavorable.

Why I'd vote yesThis bill would add teacher layoff policies to the
multitude of issues already dictated to be negadiat collective
bargaining agreements. While the bill's sponsoeddtkerformance
evaluations as the key decision-maker, the schaaidbshould be
allowed maximum flexibility.



Legislative Accolades and Admonishments

Each year | give out a series of awards and admor@sts to
deserving members of the Maryland General Assellmddgd on
their voting records. The list of this year’s winsigvill be enhanced
by a list of prior winners, with those bold being active members
of the Maryland General Assembly.

D. Page Elmore RINO Huntee Award

Page was a nice guy but sided far too often wighilemocrats in
his last four years in the House of Delegates.rAfHlenore received
this admonishment four straight years, | decidedaime the award
after him because | often thought of him as somedmetried to
blur the distinction between parties.

But for the second year in a row, the 2012 winrmotually
underperformed Page at his worst. The Republicéimtive lowest
rating, who bent over backward to party with thieeotparty, is
DelegateRobert Costa

Previous winners: D. Page Elmore (2007-Ex)bert Costa(2011)
Top (Blue) Dog Award

This award is given to the Democrat who ranks igadst in my

ratings, showing signs that there is a small bietlyeseen centrist

element to the Maryland Democratic Party. It'swlag the aisle
should be crossed.

The 2012 winner has won for four years in a ronvh@sepresents a
district that sends both parties to Annapolis. BateJohn Wood,
Jr. has now won or shared the award five times.

Previous winnersiohn Wood, Jr. (2007, 2009-11)Joseph

Minnick (2008),Kevin Kelly (2007-08)
Legislative All-Stars

Each year | give this award to those legislators @ither rank atop
their legislative body and/or score above 90 orrdiiegs. I'm
pleased to report | have a high number of Houséfgua this year.

The 2012 winners are Delegatésthy Afzali, Kelly Schulz, Kathy
Szeliga, Joseph Boteler, John Cluster, Warren Mille Susan
Krebs, Tony McConkey, Glen Glass, H. Wayne NormarStephen
Hershey, Michael Smigiel, Charles OttpandWilliam Frank .

Afzali, Schulz, Szeliga, Cluster, Krebs, McConk@&lass, Norman,
Hershey, Smigiel, Otto, and Frank are all firstaiminners, while
Bates won in 2011, Boteler won in 2008 and 2014, Miller won
in 2009 and 2011. Other previous winners still ggnn the
General Assembly are Anthony O’Donnell (2007 an@pPat
McDonough (2009), Don Dwyer (2009), Neil Parrotd12),
Christopher Shank (in 2008 as a Delegate and 28 A1Senator),
Joseph Getty (2011), and Nancy Jacobs (2011).

And finally...the Legislator of the Year

This year it came down to three legislators whd w&h the highest
rating; although none of them were perfect, thaydbde excused

for the one vote they didn't get right in my eyBscause there was a
tie, | used the tiebreaker of lifetime score tcsdise it.

The 2012 Legislator of the Year brings the awartheoSenate for
only the second time, as a matter of fact he idahe Senator who
qualifies to be a Legislative All-Star. The 2012jisator of the Year
is Senator Edward Reilly. He joins a roster of previous winners
which includes Andy Harris (2007Anthony O’Donnell (2008),
Joseph Boteler(2009),Don Dwyer (2010), andMichael Hough
(2011).



Conclusion

As | said last year, conservatives in Maryland haVat of work to
do. Unfortunately, as we saw at the ballot box yieiar, a majority of
Maryland's electorate must think the General Asdgisldoing a
good job because they rubber-stamped three badolamside
petitioned to referendum.

In looking as my results, this year it seemed drievo things was
true: either | picked the most obvious issues cwages could
rally around for my votes, or most of the Repubii€zeneral
Assembly members fall more squarely in the consmeygamp. As
we stand athwart history and try to yell “stop'eth seems to be a
growing disconnect between our side and the unvaastasses who
are force-fed their information from a variety eftiving media
outlets. My bet is not a one of those trumpetséhease of this
information, seeing that | judge from a consenapwint of view.

Guess what, though: I'm not going to back downotgmme at your
peril.

Because Maryland has a four-year election cycleadinaf its
representatives come up for election at the same 2013 will
probably not feature as many controversial bike ive saw with
gay marriage or in-state tuition for illegal aliei$e liberals in
Annapolis now know that we can use our power cénexidum to
place controversial items on the ballot, and thd time questions
like the seven we dealt with this past Novembel beélon the ballot
so will many of them. It's likely some will treaigjthtly for that
reason.

Ironically, one proposal which will almost certairdnd up as a vote
for the 2013 rendition (and would be petitioneddferendum in a
heartbeat) would be Governor O'Malley's idea tledting to
referendum should be more difficult. Whether yde lihe idea of

government by referendum or not, it's a right wrsbbuld be
maintained as is.

Some other items which are on the horizon incltiets yet again
to raise the gasoline tax and cigarette tax, alitiythe prospect of
a mileage tax where you would be required to submibdometer
reading each year and pay a fee based on milesndie also may
see a “well bill” similar to the “septic bill” asidp-city and suburban
liberals try to force everyone into moving to thiges. “Plumbing”
of a different kind may also be on the agenda, witlat's known as
a “bathroom bill” allowing those who are questiangender
identity to use the facilities they deem approeriat the time.

The latter bill could be a referendum item, while bthers will
probably be crafted to make an appropriation ireotd be exempt
from the referendum process. You'll note that aiié bovered from
committee addressed this Maryland Constitutiorsles

Another change in the body itself will come as, tfoz first time this
term, we will have some turnover in the Generalefsisly on the
Democratic side. With that change and the redistgaaking effect
in 2014, next year (for one year only) | will haeepresent
legislators in alphabetical order rather than ksygratit. In 2014 I'll
return to a district format, at least by generatriit if not subdistrict
(i.e. District 38 instead of District 38B.)

But no longer can Annapolis liberals, or consemegtiwho forget
where they come from, be assured that the work digeywo to

three years before an election wouldn't come badlatint them
when they returned to the ballot. It's my job tefx¢hem honest and
as | said above I'm not backing down.

Accountability charts begin on the next page.

Michael Swartz
December, 2012
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10 — Shirley Nathan-Pulliam

5A — Nancy Stocksdale
11 — Jon Cardin

Delegate

1A — Wendell Beitzel
1B — Kevin Kelly

1C — Leroy Myers, Jr.
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11 — Dan Morhaim
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12B — Elizabeth Bobo
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Delegate

37A — Rudolph Cane

37B — Adelaide Eckardt

37B — J. Haddaway-Riccio

38A — Charles Otto

38B — Norman Conway

38B — Michael McDermott

39 — Charles Barkley
39 — Kirill Reznik

39 — Shane Robinson
40 — Frank Conaway,

Jr.

40 — Barbara Robinson

40 — Shawn Tarrant
41 — Jill Carter

41 — Nathaniel Oaks

41 — Samuel Rosenberg

42 — Susan Aumann
42 — William Frank

42 — Stephen Lafferty
43 — Curt Anderson

43 — Maggie Mcintosh

43 — Mary Washington
44 — Keith Haynes

44 — Keiffer Mitchell
44 — Melvin Stukes

45 — Talmadge Branch
45 — Cheryl Glenn

45 — Hattie Harrison

46 — Luke Clippinger
46 — Peter Hammen
46 — Brian McHale
47 — Jolene ey

47 — Doyle Niemann

47 — Michael Summers

Committees and wotes:

W&M — (1) HB226, (2) HB387, (3) SB1078

HGO - (1) HB82, (2) HB183, (3) HB413
JUD — (1) HB46, (2) HB535, (3) HB739

APP — (1) HB43, (2) HB146, (3) HB388
ECO — (1) HB91, (2) HB840, (3) HB996

ENV — (1) HB35, (2) HB36, (3) HB47

98 Democrat, 43 Republican
Copyright 2012 Michael Swartz
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Senate

1 — George Edwards

2 — Christopher Shank
3 — Ronald Young

4 — David Brinkley

5 — Joseph Getty

6 — Norman Stone, Jr.
7 — J.B. Jennings

8 — Katherine Klausmeier
9 — Allan Kittleman

10 — Delores Kelley

11 — Bobby Zirkin

12 — Edward Kasemeyer

13 — James Robey

14 — Karen Montgomery
15 — Rob Garagiola
16 — Brian Frosh

18 — Richard Madaleno, Jr.

17 — Jennie Forehand
19 — Roger Manno

20 — Jamie Raskin

21 — James C. Rosapepe
22 — Paul G. Pinsky

23 — Douglas J.J. Peters
24 — Joanne Benson

Committees and wotes:

FIN — (1) SB213, (2) SB637, (3)SB876
JUD — (1) SB101, (2) SB753, (3) SB872

B&T — (1) SB65, (2) SB233, (3)SB793
EHE — (1) SB625, (2) SB701, (3) SB827

Copyright 2012 Michael Swartz
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25 — Ulysses Currie

Senate

26 — C. Anthony Muse

27 — Thomas ‘Mike' Miller, Jr.
28 — Thomas Middleton

29 — Roy Dyson
30 — John Astle

31 — Bryan Simonaire

32 — James DeGrange, Sr.

33 — Edward Reilly
34 — Nancy Jacobs

35 — Barry Glassman
36 — E. J. Pipkin

37 — Richard Colburn
38 — James Mathias

39 — Nancy King

40 — Catherine Pugh
41 — Lisa Gladden
42 — James Brochin

43 — Joan Carter Conway

44 — VVerna Jones-Rodwell
45 — Nathaniel McFadden
46 — William Ferguson

47 — Victor Ramirez

Committees and votes:

35 Democrat, 12 Republican

FIN — (1) SB213, (2) SB637, (3)SB876
JUD — (1) SB101, (2) SB753, (3) SB872

B&T — (1) SB65, (2) SB233, (3)SB793
EHE — (1) SB625, (2) SB701, (3) SB827
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